Description.
In the material of Decapoda collected from the Bay of Bengal I have come across five specimens which at first sight appeared to be identical with Metapenaeus papuen.ri.r Racek & Dall, 1965 (see Racek & Dall, 1965 fig. 3 , pl. 6 figs. 1, 2, pl. 11 fig. 2) described from New Guinea. A closer examination, however, showed that the present specimens differ from M. papuen.ri.r in certain details; they are therefore considered to be a new species, Metapenaeus bengalen.ri.r, which is briefly described below.
Metapenaeus bengalensis n. sp. Description.
-In the holotype the carapace and the abdomen are pubescent except on the carinae. The carapace ( fig. 1 A ) has an antennal and a hepatic spine. The gastro-frontal carina is not defined, but at its position anteriorly an acute process is present. The adrostral carina is well defined and extends beyond the epigastric tooth. The post-rostral carina is distinct on its entire length, reaching almost to the posterior border of the carapace; the antennal carina extends beyond half the distance between antennal and hepatic spines; the branchio-cardiac carina is distinct. The gastro-frontal groove is poorly developed, the post-ocular groove is oblique and well defined; the cervical groove extends dorsally in a slightly posterior direction, the hepatic groove in its first half is directed downwards and then turns anteriorly towards the pterygostomial angle. The rostrum is almost straight, extending as far as the middle of the last segment of the antennular peduncle ; its upper margin is armed with 1 + 8 (epigastric + upper rostral) teeth. A mid-dorsal carina is present on all the abdominal somites. It is low and rounded on the first three somites and on the beginning of the fourth. From the posterior two-thirds of the fourth somite it becomes sharp and ends in a small spine on the posterior border of the sixth somite. The posterior border of the fifth somite is deeply notched mid-dorsally. The lateral margin of the telson is armed with a row of minute spinules. The third maxilliped reaches only a little beyond the middle of the carpocerite. The first peraeopod reaches as far as the distal margin of the carpocerite, the second extends beyond the tip of the basal antennular segment by about half the length of the dactylus, the third peraeopods are missing in the holotype, the fourth reach three-fourths of the carpocerite, the fifth are incomplete. The ischium of the first peraeopod has a very small spine. The basis of each of the first to third peraeopods has a sharp anteriorly directed spine. The fifth peraeopod has a rounded keel on the ischium. The merus has a notch and a blunt triangular process ( fig. 1 B) .
The petasma ( fig. 1 C, D) shows distomedian projections which are broad and
